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What are the aims of the project?

There is a huge interest in identifying apple varieties both from the public and from those involved in conservation
of heritage fruit and traditional orchard habitats. However, skilled identifiers are few whilst training and reference
resources have been difficult to obtain.

In 2009 the apple identification team in the East of England decided to build a reference website for both experts
and beginners consisting of high quality zoomable images, searching on observable characteristics and descriptive
text including heritage and cultivation notes. This was to be a community effort with expertise freely given and
published free for the benefit of all. The website is now live and we have started the huge task of building the
content. Several conservation groups have joined in and we are spreading geographically.

We are progressing well, but are only in the third season of building content in what is at least a ten-year journey.
Who is involved and can anyone join?

Although anyone can use the website and there is guidance on botanical terms and interpretation, it is deliberately
aimed at horticulturalists rather than the public. We have over 20 editors and 100 associates and have a panel of
moderators and experts to guide us. Members have a forum to provide feedback on varieties.

The system requires Microsoft Windows, a broadband connection and benefits from a high quality monitor. The site
is at www.fruitid.com and you may be asked to load Silverlight which is a free official download from Microsoft.

How is the content created?

Firstly the fruitID team designed the search methods and characteristics and have loaded this framework into the
system. Contributors are invited to research and describe one or more varieties from over 660 names in the system
so far and then administrators allocate user permissions accordingly.

The photography and codification are largely based on samples from trees growing in the National Fruit Collection.
Each variety is accorded 20-30 images and we have over 7,000 images loaded on the system so far. From the
samples and the images, we code the characteristics of each variety and so far we have coded over 45,000
properties on the system. We also load the descriptive text as it is submitted by the editors. Each variety is checked
by moderators as it becomes available and is then individually published. Each variety is open to the community for
critique. Lastly we will road test a new sample of each variety to see if it is searchable and the properties validated
again.

How do we search?

You can search on the name of a variety when using the system as a reference. Searching takes place on synonyms
since some apples have many names. In this image we have searched on “Laxton’s Early Crimson” and we see the
details screen for that variety consisting of zoomable images and detailed description including a cross reference to
the literature.
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http://www.fruitid.com/�

To identify unfamiliar varieties, we use some previously published methods and also some that we have developed.

In this example we are searching for red apples and the image represents a palette view of the results. The idea is to
use as few characteristics as possible to give a manageable results set, below on the right.
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We can click through to the individual variety page shown in the image below left.

We then research this variety using the images and text, deselecting non-matching varieties from our results set
until identification can be proposed. We can zoom into the images as shown below. We can check out the
characteristics from the text and images until a conclusion is reached.
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Not every search will yield a definitive result. This remains a difficult and uncertain process requiring expertise and
insight, but already the accuracy of identification is being improved by the using the reference material available in
fruitID.

What are the plans for the future?

Whilst we have so far considered just apples, the system can hold multiple fruit types, each with its own search
characters and format.

The software has a powerful module for recording and mapping of Orchards and Trees that are of Special Heritage
or Botanical Interest. This module is hidden from members at present but will be piloted in the near future.

Contact peter_laws@msn.com or orchardbob@gmail.com for further information.




